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Minutes of the 2009 annual meeting of the Academia Europaea held at Naples, Italy
Present: The President and 36 members

Apologies had been received from: Arnold Burgen (Trustee); Stig Strömholm (Trustee), Volker ter Meulen (Trustee), Peter Lachmann (Trustee), Jürgen Mittelstrass (Trustee). 
The President welcomed members to Naples and thanked the local organiser Prof. de Natale for all his efforts in developing the programme and arranging the sponsorship and venues. Thanks were also recorded to the Authorities of the University Frederico II. 
1. The draft agenda was adopted. There were no additional items.
2. The minutes of the Annual Meeting of 2008 (Liverpool), were approved and signed. Members signed the attendance register.
3. Matters arising. There were no matters arising that were not otherwise included in the agenda.  

4. Report of the President.

The President  Noted with thanks the retirement of Professor Michael Marmot as a Vice President. The president also reported that with effect from January 2010, Professor Roger Elliott would take over as Treasurer from Professor Peter Day, who was stepping down as after ten years service.
The President reported on the range of activity that had been organised during the past year. AGM were invited to propose further topics for events and were advised that small grants were available to assist in the organisation of workshops and other meetings. The President referred to the annual report where a full description of events and activities had been reported, including associated publications. The AGM thanked all of the members that had been involved in the local organisation of these events and in the editing of the proceedings and publications.

The President drew members’ attention to a list of future events planned for the remainder of 2009 and into 2010. 

The President reported on the policy advice activity of the Academia, including representation in EASAC (by Prof. Heap and members Jan Vaagen and Marie-Lise Chanin).  Specific reports were given on activity in support of Higher Education in Europe (through the HERCULES group. The AGM noted the significant number of members of the Scientific Council and expert panels of the ERC who were also members of the Academia Europaea. 
The President reported, that the Trustees had agreed to seek incorporation of the current unlimited liability charitable Trust into a company of limited liability by guarantee (under English Law). This was intended to limit any future potential liability of members of the Academia Europaea. Council had agreed to support these developments. 

The President invited the AGM to minute their thanks to Prof Vladimir Skulachev, who had continued to manage the annual Academia Russia prizes scheme for young Russian scholars. This initiative was still very highly regarded and competitively fought over.

The President reported that during the year a number of members and officers had represented the Academia at international meetings.
The President closed with an appeal for members to become actively involved in the life of the Academy. He noted that some 150 new members had been elected in 2009, but that many fields were still underrepresented.  He invited all members to consider to nominate suitable names, including for new fields. 
Finally the President reported that as a result of the award of a substantial development grant from the Riksbanken Jubileumsfonds, programme of communications developments would be launched. This would start with the development of a new Information and Communication web based platform, by Prof. Hermann Maurer (Graz). It was hope tot launch the first phase to members  early in 2010.

The report was open to questions – none were forthcoming. The AGM approved the report.
5. Elections
Members  noted the election by the Council of the Treasurer Elect – Prof. Roger Elliott.
Members agreed with the proposal of the Council to note their thanks to Prof. Michael Marmot, who had retired as Vice President.

Members approved a resolution of the Council: “That in the light of proposed legal changes to the governance and structures of the Academia and at the request of the President: Members agree not to seek to elect a second Vice President at this time”

Members approved the appointment of new Section chairs as follows: Law Section – Prof. Josef Straus (Munich); Economics, Business and Management Sciences (Prof. Peter Nijkamp (Amsterdam) and Social Sciences – Prof. Anne Buttimer (Dublin).

Members noted that the following Sections had held ballots and had recommended that Council approve new chairs: Philosophy, Theology and Religious Studies – prof. Simo Knuuttilla (Helsinki), together with new committee members; Wolfgang Künne (Hamburg), Christoph Markschies (Berlin), Onora O’Neill (Cambridge).

Erasmus Medallist 2010: It was reported that Council had elected Professor Jean M. Frechét - Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Department of Chemistry, University of California, Berkeley  to receive the 2010 Erasmus Medal of the Academia Europaea and to give the Lecture at the annual conference.
6. Report of the Trustees
Professor Heap briefly described the reasons for the Trustees decision to seek to change the legal status of the Academia Europaea. He advised that such a change would limit liability of individual members and establish a more representative and transparent governance structure. Once the new legal structure was in place the need for a separate board of Trustees would disappear. Professor Heap also spoke about the European Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC). Prof. Heap reminded members that he had been appointed by the Board to represent the AE on that Council, and was its Vice President. Prof. Heap re-stated the policy of the AE, that EASAC was the principle route by which the AE  sought to work for better science at the heart of European general policy making. The members adopted the report.
7. Report from the Treasurer
On behalf of the Council, the Treasurer proposed the re-appointment of the auditors – Keith Vaudrey and Co ltd. This was seconded by Profs. Dingwell and Petersen. The AGM approved the re-appointment for a further year.

The Treasurer then reported on the annual accounts for the financial year April1 2008– 31st March, 2009. The Treasurer pointed out that there were three main sources of income: National sponsors – few in number and critical in providing finance for the core costs of the secretariat and basic operations of the Academia; private Foundations – critical to delivery of the activities and members’ subscriptions – also essential in delivery of benefits and activities to members. The Treasurer then described the difficulties of securing external financing and reported that a continuing growth in subscriptions was critical to longer term survival and activity. The treasurer pointed out that financial management tasks had been outsourced, generating a saving, but that the year recorded an overall loss as a result of having to hold an extra Council meeting to elect the President and the re-scheduling of planned activities in the year. 

The Board would continue to reflect on the need to clarify the benefits of membership and how to make clear that membership was not payment dependant. The Board would also reflect on possible avenues to persuade more members to pay a subscription.
In accordance with the regulations and on a motion proposed by the Treasurer and seconded by Profs. Petersen and Dingwell: The AGM instructed the Council to set a level subscription figure for the 2010 financial year of 120 Euros. 

The Treasurer proposed adoption of the Annual report and Accounts. This was seconded by Profs. Anne Buttimer and H. Maurer. The AGM approved the report of the Treasurer and adopted the Trustees’ annual report and accounts.
8. Reports from the Chair of the Nominations sub committee. 

Professor Petersen reported on the annual nominations process and outcome. Two meetings had been held to consider an increased number of candidate dossiers, coming both from the Section committees and also candidates submitted under the new ‘President’s List’ procedures.  Prof. Petersen stressed that the process was rigorous and both Section committees and then the Nominations sub Committee carried out a careful scrutiny of candidates. Prof. Petersen reported that it had been agreed by the Council, to hold a single annual nominations meeting and that this would take place immediately before the AGM each year.  
There were no questions from the floor. The report was accepted.

9. Report from the Editor of The European Review
Prof. D’Haen reported on the planned content for volumes18.   18(1) would contain a focus on health arising our of the Liverpool annual conference; 18(2) would have two foci – ‘Casuality’ papers and a focus on 10th century Literature; 18(3) would have a substantial focus on Evolution and 18(4) on Globalisation.

Members’ were invited to become co-editors and to be a part of a platform of editorial assistance to speed up publication of material. The target was a six month turnaround. AGM were also advised that the editorial team would search for other organisations that might wish to be involved in co-publication or submission of material. The aim was to broaden the appeal of the journal into a ‘European platform publication’.

The members accepted the report
10. Reports from Sections
The President invited any Section chairs present to give oral reports.

· Earth & Cosmic Sciences. Prof. Dingwell reported on a planned meeting in October at Heidelberg in collaboration with the ESF and the international Topo-Europe programme. He also announced a joint symposium between the Section and that of Informatics, to be held in Graz in 2010. He reminded members that immediately after the conference in Naples, there would be an escorted field trip looking at the Volcanic landscape I the region and some of the Archaeological sites.

· Linguistics. Prof. Dressler announced plans to develop a joint workshop with the Informatics Section for 2011

The President thanked these Section chairs for their reports.
11. Governance and Structure. Prof. Heap, as Chair of Trustees, introduced this item. The Trustees and the Council proposed that:
A new memorandum of incorporation and articles of association for ‘The Academia Euroapea (The Academy of Europe)’ be approved and that the AGM instruct the Board to proceed with the application for the incorporation (of the company).  The motion was approved on a show of hands.

The draft regulations of the Academia Europaea (The Academy of Europe)  be implemented from the date of the formal activation of the company and subject to  further scrutiny and approval at a future AGM.  The motion was approved on a show of hands.  A member asked that the issue of charges be considered for future amendment.

That an interim Board of Trustees (Directors) of the Academia Euroapea (The Academy of Europe) be established and to instruct them to assume their responsibilities as set out, from the effective date of activation of the company, so as to effect a smooth transition of business of the Academia Euroapea. The motion was approved on a show of hands.

12. Proposal to amend the Regulations of the Academia Europaea Trust
To ensure consistency with the new Regulations and also to enable immediate changes to facilitate election of a new category of membership during h the transition period: The Council proposed amendment to the Regulations (2006) document:

These changes in effect created a new category of ‘Affiliate member’ (called ‘Patron’).

The amendments were approved on a show of hands.

13. Any other business.
No other business had been notified in accordance with article 12.4 and so, the President then thanked members for attending the AGM and declared the 21st business meeting closed.

Minutes signed at Leuven, Belgium on 9th September, 2010
-----------------------------------

Lars Walløe, President

DC/minutes/ Sept. 2009.
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