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ABSTRACT OF PRESENTATION 
In the early modern period (1500-1800) shipping and trade within European waters was mainly the 
domain of the individual merchants. In order to minimize the risks merchants developed several 
financial and commercial institutions such as the trading companies. These organisations played an 
important role in facilitating inter-continental trade.  
 
In this contribution the similarities and differences between the English East India Company and the 
Dutch East India Company will be discussed. In addition, several other long-distance trade 
companies will be analysed as well as their effects on the financial and commercial structures in 
Europe and in the non-European world 
 
At the end of this contribution, the demise of the intercontinental trading companies will be 
reviewed. What were the reasons for the decline of the volume of trade,  of the financial results and 
what were the effects of interlopers and pirates?  
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