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 The role of rhythm in language acquisition; with particular reference to  
 developmental dyslexia and SLI 
 
Trieste. Master di Giornalismo Scientifico. SISSA. Trieste. 2002. 
 Un po’ più che speculazioni sull’origine del linguaggio 
 
Cochin, India. International Meeting on Neurology, Language and Cognition.  
 ICCON. 2002. (invited speaker) 
 Vowels and consonants in language acquisition and language disorders 
 
Bologna. First Meeting of Lingue e Linguaggio. 2003. 28.3 (invited speaker) 
 On the notion of result in phonology. 
 
Venezia . Incontro su: Neuropsicologia del linguaggio: aspetti clinici e  
 sperimentali. 2003. 11.4 (invited speaker) 
 Vocali e consonanti nell’elaborazione e nell’acquisizione del linguaggio. 
 
Atene. Athens Institute of Technology. 2003. 28.10 (invited speaker) 
      A bit more than speculations on the origin of language. 

 
Milano Bicocca. Dipartimento di Psicologia. 2003. 26.11 (invited speaker) 
     Del diverso ruolo di vocali e consonanti nell’acquisizione della madrelingua. 
 
London. Centre for Developmental Language Disorders and Cognitive Neuroscience.  
 2003. 5.11 
 (invited speaker) 
     On the role of vowels and consonants in grammatical and lexical processing and  
     acquisition. 
 
San Servolo. Workshop on Symbols and Connections. 29-31 October 2004. (invited  
 speaker) 



 
 
 

 

 On the role of vowels and consonants in speech processing. 
 
University of Patras. Graduate course in Phonology. 14-17 November 2004. 
 Prosody and language acquisition 
 
Tromsø. OCP2 - The Old World Conference in Phonology 2. 20-22 January 2005.  
 (invited speaker) 
 Phonology in different mechanisms of language acquisition 
 
Paris. ESF OMLL Workshop on Early Word Segmentation. February 2005. 
 Phonological differences in word segmentation 
 
RIKEN Brain Science Institute. 28 March 2005. (invited speaker) 
 On vowels and consonants in language processing and acquisition 
 
Ferrara. ESF OMLL Workshop on The phylogeny and Ontogeny of Language. 2-4 June  
 2005. 
 Differential acquisition of lexicon and grammar  
 
New Delhi. Asia GLOW October 2005.  
 Differential mechanisms in the acquisition of lexicon and grammar. 
 
Potsdam. Center for Cognitive Studies. November 2005. 
 Phonology in language acquisition mechanisms 
 
Boca Raton. Department of Psychology. February 2006. (invited speaker) 
 Differential learning of lexicon and grammar 
 
Ferrara. CONTACT Conference May 2006. (invited speaker) 
 What the sound of language might tell the infant’s brain 
 
Utrecht. Sound Circle. May 2006. (invited speaker) 
 What the sound of language might tell the infant’s brain 
 
Trieste. SISSA May 2006 (invited speaker) 
            What the sound of syntax might tell the infant’s brain 

 
Trieste. SISSA September 2006 
            The acquisition of syntax and the iambic trochaic law 
 
Milano. Università Vita Salute, Ospedale San Raffaele January 2007 
            Fonologia e acquisizione del linguaggio 
 
Rhodes. OCP4. January 2007 
            Setting the head-complement parameter? 
 
Utrecht OTS. April 2007. Birdsong, Speech and Language: Converging  



 
 
 

 

             Mechanisms. (invited speaker) 
            What the sound of syntax can tell the infant’s brain 
 
Bologna May 2007. On the Biology Genetics of Music 
            On the function of rhythm in language acquisition 
 
Istanbul, Bogasici University. May 2007. Workshop on the prosody of Sign  
            Languages. (invited speaker) 
            Different realization of prominence in OV and VO 
 
Lecce, June 2007. Is a neural theory of language possibile? 
         Rhythm and language acquisition 
 
Iannina IGGL8 Aug. 2007 

The function of prosody in the acquisition of language 
 
Barcelona GALA Sept. 2007 (invited speaker) 

The function of prosody in the acquisition of language 
 

Amsterdam. Going Romance. December 2007 (invited speaker) 
 Rhythmic and distributional regularities in the acquisition of word order 

 
Rome. December 2007. ESF OMLL Final Conference 
 Rhythmic and distributional regularities in the acquisition of word order 
 
Sydney. MARCS Auditory Labs February 2008 (invited speaker) 

The function of prosody in the acquisition of language 
 

Venice. Fondazione Querini Stampalia. May 2008 (invited speaker) 
E’ il suono che fa la poesia 
 

Utrecht. ESPP June 2008 (invited speaker)  
 Mechanisms of early language acquisition 
 
Utrecht. EMLAR November 2008 (invited speaker) 

Different mechanisms of early language acquisition 
 

Barcelona. Opening lecture. Cognitive Science and Language master. November 2008 
Communication and grammar do not rely on the same cognitive system. 

 
Buenos Aires. December 2008. Departamento de Fisica. FCEN-UBA 

Invited Series of lectures: From Sounds sto Grammar. 
 

 
Work in progres. 



 
 
 

 

Project on different mechanisms in language acquisition. In collaboration with: 
Jacques Mehler (SISSA, Trieste), Marcela Peña  (Pontificia Università 
Catolica de Chile and SISSA, Trieste), Luca Bonatti (University Pompeu 
Fabra, ICREA, Barcelona), Mohinish Shukla (University of Rochester), 
Judit Gervain (University of British Columbia), Ansgar Endress 
(Harvard). 

Project on rhythmic classes. In collaboration with Jacques Mehler (SISSA, 
Trieste), Mohinish Shukla (University of Rochester). 

Project on the iambic-trochaic law. In collaboration with Mohinish Shukla 
(University of Rochester), Ansgar Endress (Harvard), Ricardo Bion 
(Stanford), Marcela Peña  (Pontificia Università Catolica de Chile and 
SISSA, Trieste), Silvia Benavides Varala (SISSA, Trieste). 

Project on the linguistic abilities of cochlear implanted children. In collaboration 
with Ricardo Bion (SISSA, Trieste), Maria Teresa Guasti (University of 
Milano Bicocca), Carlo Cecchetto (University of Milano Bicocca), 
Costanza Papagno (University of Milano Bicocca), Carlo Geraci 
(University of Milano Bicocca). 

Project on word order and the cognitive factors that influence it. PhD project of 
Alan Langus (SISSA, Trieste). 

Project on the functional difference between vowels and consonants. In 
collaboration with: Jacques Mehler (SISSA, Trieste), Luca Bonatti 
(University Pompeu Fabra, ICREA, Barcelona), Jean-Rémy Hochmann 
(SISSA, Trieste). 

Project on frequency of distribution of close and open class items. In 
collaboration with: Jacques Mehler (SISSA, Trieste), Judit Gervain 
(Università Descartes, Paris). 
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